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NEW DELHI:• Union Min-
ister Piyush Goyal on
Wednesday said any expen-
diture for the welfare of
the poor people is never a
burden for the Central gov-
ernment led by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

Replying to a query about
the expenditure on
free distribution of
ration while ad-
dressing a press
conference here at
BJP headquarters,
Goyal said: "Let
me clarify that any
expenditure for
the welfare and
benefit of  the poor is never
a burden for the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
government. Welfare of  the
poor was, is and will be our
priority."

"It has nothing to do with
the election. PM Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana was
announced nearly two
years ago under the At-
manirbhar Bharat package
when there was no elec-
tion. Any expenditure
made on the poor has never
been for electoral gains. It

started when there were no
election in sight."

Goyal said that 1,000 lakh
tonnes of  food grains
worth Rs 3.40 lakh crore
reached 80 crore people in
the country.

"Access to food security is
a fundamental issue and

we ensure food to
everyone. Lakhs
of  tonnes of  ra-
tion reached 80
crore people,"
Goyal said.

He noted that
'One Nation - One
Ration Card' was a
vision of  the

Prime Minister and the
government started it to
provide ration to 80 crore
beneficiaries anywhere in
the country with the use of
technology.

"People have taken their
food grains somewhere
else instead of  their homes
through 65 crore portabili-
ty transactions," he said.
He mentioned that the
works of  the Prime Minis-
ter have also been appreci-
ated on the international
stage.
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SC notice to TN, Ktk on threat 
to HC judges over hijab verdict
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Provide diesel to KSRTC at retail
rates: Kerala HC to oil Cos
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Inter-faith marriage sparks
political row in Kerala
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Ex-Kerala health minister 
MP Govindan Nair no more
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Orange alert in Idukki district
amidst heavy rain in Kerala
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Hiked bus, taxi fares to come
from May 1: Kerala Minister
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TN declares Ambedkar birth
anniv as 'Equality Day'
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Our Telangana leaders have
shown CM right direction: BJP 
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TG CS talks with Collectors 
on paddy procurement
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ED arrests Ker leader MK Ashraf 
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SAYS HIS SPEECH
bereft of common
man's issues
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NCP chief  Sharad Pawar on
Wednesday alleged that Raj
Thackeray is doing the BJP's
bidding, a day after the MNS
president batted for the Uni-
form Civil Code and stressed
the need for controlling popu-
lation growth in the country.       

Queried about Raj Thack-
eray's ultimatum to the state
government to remove loud-
speakers from mosques till
May 3, Pawar said, "the gov-
ernment will think over it se-
riously", but didn't elaborate.

He also dismissed Raj
Thackeray's allegation that

he (Pawar) is
an atheist. "I
go to temples
but don't be-
lieve in show-
ing off," the
NCP chief
told re-
porters.

Pawar said
his ideals in-
clude activist Prabodhankar
Thackeray (Raj Thackeray's
grandfather), who opposed
the people trying to profit
themselves in the name of
gods and religions. 

“He (Prabodhankar Thack-
eray) did not disrespect (gods
and religion), but he criti-
cised those who took disad-
vantage of  it. We people read
the writings of  Prabod-
hankar, but some in his fami-
ly may not be reading it,”
Pawar said in a dig at the

MNS chief.
Pawar also al-
leged that at-
tempts are be-
ing made to
disturb the so-
cial unity in
Maharashtra
and communal
ideology is be-
ing promoted

in the state.
Addressing a Maharashtra

Navnirman Sena (MNS) rally
in Thane on Tuesday night,
Raj Thackeray had said that
if  the Shiv Sena-led state gov-
ernment did not remove the
high-decibel loudspeakers
from mosques before May 3,
MNS workers will play the
Hanuman Chalisa in front of
mosques. 

"It is obvious that we got to
hear through his (Raj Thack-
eray's) speech what the BJP

guided him," Pawar said.
He said the MNS chief  did

not utter a single word about
the BJP but targeted the Na-
tionalist Congress Party- a
key constituent in the tripar-
tite Maha Vikas Aghadi gov-
ernment led by Shiv Sena. 

"He tried to discharge the
responsibility which the BJP
may have given him," Pawar
added.

Pawar also termed "child-
ish" Raj Thackeray's claim
that the ED had raided the
family members of  Deputy
Chief  Minister Ajit Pawar,
but not the latter's cousin
Supriya Sule, who is the
daughter of  the Pawar senior. 

Hitting out at the MNS
chief, Pawar said that people
need not take seriously the
statements of  a person who
makes a statement once in six
months or a year. 

HC rejects Varavara's
plea for permanent

medical bail
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MUMBAI:• The Bombay High Court on Wednesday re-
jected poet-activist Varavara Rao's plea seeking perma-
nent medical bail in the Elgar Parishad-Maoist links
case.  A bench of  Justices S B Shukre and G A Sanap,
however, extended the time for the 83-year-old activist to
surrender before the Taloja prison authorities by three
months, to enable him to undergo a cataract surgery.

The bench dismissed Rao's application seeking that he
be permitted to stay in Hyderabad instead of  Mumbai,
while out on bail.

The HC also said it had found substance in several claims
made by Rao's counsel Anand Grover on the lack of  medical
facilities in the Taloja prison, located in neighbouring Navi
Mumbai, and poor hygiene conditions there.  The court,
therefore, directed Maharashtra Inspector General of  pris-
ons to submit a "candid" report on the state of  such facili-
ties at the "Taloja prison in particular," and also in all pris-
ons across the state.   The HC directed the IG to submit the
report to the court by April 30 this year.  "The IG prisons
must ensure that henceforth, there remain no grounds for
inmates to raise grievances on inadequate health facilities
in prisons across the state," the court said.

It also directed the special NIA court to expedite the
trial in the Elgar Parishad case, and to conduct the trial
proceedings on a day-to-day basis.Poisonous 

mushroom toll 13 
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At least 13 people including
a child have died in Assam
after consuming wild poi-
sonous mushroom, officials
said on Wednesday.

Prasanta Dihingia, Super-
intendent of  Assam Medical
College and Hospital
(AMCH) in Dibrugarh, said
most of  the people who con-
sumed wild mushroom died
while undergoing treat-
ment. He said several others
are currently undergoing
treatment.Dihingia said 35
people belonging to the tea
garden community from
eastern Assam's Charaideo,
Dibrugarh, Sivasagar and
Tinsukia districts were ad-
mitted at the AMCH in the
the last five days as they fell
sick after consuming the
mushroom. Of  the 35 admit-
ted, 13 have died in the last
24 hours.He said that every
year, many people fall sick
after consuming wild mush-
room, and some of  them of-
ten succumb to their ill-
ness.

HYDERABAD:•HYDERABAD:•Hyderabad po-
lice will make tight security
arrangements for the procession
to be taken out in the city to mark
Hanuman Jayanti on Saturday.

Police have chalked out an elab-
orate security plan for the ensuing
procession that draws hordes of
devotees. Guidelines were given to
all SHOs to be vigilant in law and
order, security arrangements, and
to coordinate with field level offi-
cers of  other government depart-
ments. City Police Commissioner
C.V. Anand on Wednesday chaired

the inter-department coordina-
tion meeting for the smooth con-
clusion of  the procession.

Officials from Greater Hyder-
abad Municipal Corporation
R&B, Electricity, Fire Depart-
ment, EMRI and police officials
from Cyberabad and Rachakonda
commissionerates attended the
meeting.Anand apprised other
govt departments on the need for
putting up strong barricading, un-
interrupted power supply, debris
clearing and pruning tree branch-
es along the procesion route.

49 terrorists neutralised
in J&K since Jan 1: CRPF
NEW DELHI•: A total of  49 terrorists
have been killed in Jammu and Kash-
mir by the security forces since Janu-
ary 1 this year till date, the CRPF offi-
cials said here on Wednesday.

They also said that during this peri-
od, 71 terrorists have been apprehend-
ed while three ultras surrendered. In
the month of  April, eight terrorists
were killed in the operation while 10
were apprehended by the security
forces including the CRPF.The officials
also said that during the recent opera-
tions, one LeT terrorist was killed in
Anantnag district on April 9, two for-
eign terrorists were killed in Srinagar
on April 10 while two including one for-
eign terrorist were killed on April 11 in
Jammu and Kashmir. They further in-
formed that as many as 311 insurgents
were apprehended in the northeast
while 55 have surrendered during this
period.  Referring to the Left Wing Ex-
tremism areas, the officials said that
six Maoists have been killed while 183
were nabbed and 204 have surren-
dered since January 1 till date.
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A day after Calcutta High
Court ordered the CBI to probe
into Hanskhali rape incident, a
team of  the Central agency vis-
ited the village.

According to sources, the CBI
officials emailed to the SP ask-
ing the state police to handover
the FIR copies to the central
agency. "A team has been
formed to probe the incident
and will visit the place also.
Two arrested accused will be
quizzed. The team will meet
the family of  the deceased girl
and will get the details of  who
had threatened them and also
why the body was cremated
without any death certificate
and post mortem. The CBI offi-
cials will also try to collect evi-
dence (if  any)," said the CBI
sources. The CBI sources also
confirmed that DIG CBI
Akhilesh Singh will visit Han-
skhali on Thursday. 

Meanwhile, the BJP national

president JP Nadda formed a
five-member team comprising
UP Lok Sabha MP Rekha Ver-
ma, UP minister Baby Rani
Maurya, national women wing
president Vanathi Srinivasan,
Khushbu Sundar, NEC, Maha-
rashtra and Bengal MLA
Sreerupa Mitra Chaudhary.

According to party sources,
the team will visit Hanskhali in
Nadia district and will soon sub-
mit a detailed report to Nadda.

TMC Rajya Sabha MP Sukhen-
du Sekhar Ray said the TMC
condemned the 'brutal' incident
in Hanskhali. "The Trinamool
Congress never supports vio-
lence. 

The Calcutta High Court has
given the probe to the CBI and
the TMC will provide all sup-
port to the probe agency and
the culprits will soon be iden-
tified and will be punished,"
said Ray.
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Lawyers protest in Calcutta High court;
Dhankhar seeks meeting with CM
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CBI to visit Hanskhali,
BJP forms committee

Expenditure on welfare of
poor never a burden for
Modi govt, says Goyal

Tight security for Hanuman
Jayanti procession in Hyd


