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CAA: Nobody will lose citizenship, says Rajnath Singh in TN 
NAMAKKAL (TAMIL NADU): Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Monday asserted that
no Indian, irrespective of their faith, will lose citizenship with the implementation of
the Citizenship (Amendment) Act. He charged the opposition Congress and DMK with
"creating confusion" over the issue.
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MGM to do...
"The goof-up not only affected the 46 students who

failed in practical exam but also impacted the result and
merit of  all the students of  the batch," a senior faculty
member said. The initial request of  the medical college
with the MPMSI to revise the marks has been rejected
by the medical university and asked the college to send
an affidavit mentioning the goof-up.

SC: How many...
Murugan allegedly made derogatory remarks with an

intention to breach public peace and tranquillity and on
a complaint of  DMK member, police registered a case
against him. Murugan was arrested in October 2021.
The Madras High Court had in November 2021 grant-

ed bail to Murugan, however, later a division bench of
the High Court cancelled his bail. In 2022, the apex court
had granted interim bail to Murugan.

RaGa has links...
It was Prime Minister Narendra Modi who developed

Amethi and the people of  the city will always bless
him.” The Union Minister also said the BJP workers
know that the Gandhi family will come to contest the
elections from Amethi. "Prime Minister Narendra Modi
sends ration to 19 lakh citizens in Amethi Lok Sabha
constituency. If  the Gandhi family is against Narendra
Modi, what will it say to the 19 lakh citizens who are get-
ting free ration? I went to Wayanad a few days ago where
I came to know that Rahul Gandhi has declared the
place as his family. Yesterday, a Congress leader said
that Rahul Gandhi chose Wayanad because he feels the
people there are more loyal. So, what about the loyalty
of  Amethi," she asked.
The Union Minister also claimed that the Congress is

not declaring its candidate (for Amethi) due to internal
strife. “Rahul Gandhi (if  fielded) will lose again from
Amethi,” she asserted. Although the BJP has confirmed
that Smriti Irani will contest the Amethi seat, the Con-
gress is yet to declare its nominee for the seat.
In the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, Smriti Irani had de-

feated Rahul Gandhi in Amethi.

SIT to attach assets...
The Additional Commissioner of  Police, Bairagarh

Anil Shukla is taking the steps to block all bank ac-
counts of  absconding accused and to freeze them. Till
date, Rs 6,60,000 cash has been seized.
At the same time, Crime Branch help is being taken to

collect the information of  mobile phones of  absconding
accused and their family members. Already look out no-
tices have been issued against Sunil Kumar Gupta and
Rakesh Singh Rajput. SIT members are searching ab-
sconding accused at all possible places. Accused have si-
phoned off  Rs 19.48 crores of  varsity and get them de-
posited in other bank accounts in forged manner.
Total three arrests have been made in the case and

those arrested includes Kumar Mayank, Ex Manager of
Axis Bank ( Pipariya), Ramkumar Raghuvansi and
Dalit Sangh (Suhagpur) member Sunil Raghuvansi. A
cash of  Rs 6,60,000 was seized from Kumar Mayank.
Along with this Rs 15,68, 348 were freezed from SBI Ac-
count followed by Rs 94,492 from Jeewan Finance Bank,
Rs 1,04,000 from Axis Bank and Rs 34,71,375 from RBL
account.

Pragya Thakur ill...
The court is recording statements of  the accused un-

der section 313 (where the accused personally explains
any circumstances appearing in the evidence against
him) of  the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC).
The medical certificate annexed with the compliance

report states that a doctor visited Thakur's house in
Bhopal, verified her health, and advised her to rest as
mentioned in the certificate issued by her hospital, it
noted. "Considering the aforesaid report, it can be said
that accused Number 1 (Thakur) is ill and the doctor has
advised her bed rest," the court stated.
The court also asked the probe agency to bring to its

notice immediately any more information about the
health of  the accused.
The court had on March 11 issued a bailable warrant

against Thakur for failing to attend the proceedings, de-
spite being specifically directed.
On March 22, the warrant was cancelled after Thakur

appeared before the court. However, she has since been
seeking exemption from personal appearance, citing
her health condition. Six people were killed and over 100
injured when an explosive device strapped on a motor-
cycle went off  near a mosque in Malegaon, a town about
200 km from Mumbai in north Maharashtra, on Sep-
tember 29, 2008. The Anti Terror Squad (ATS), Maha-
rashtra was probing the case initially before it was
transferred to the NIA in 2011. 
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Former BRS MLA's
son arrested

HYDERABAD: A former
BRS MLA's son, who was
absconding in connection
with a road accident case
here since December last
year was arrested,
Hyderabad police said on
Monday. Mohammed
Aamir Raheel, son of
former Bodhan MLA
Mohammed Shakeel
Aamir, the main accused
in the case, who had left
the country immediately
after committing the
offence, surrendered
before the police at
Panjagutta police station
on Sunday, as per the
order of the Telangana
High Court.

Cong MLA appears
before ED

RANCHI: Jharkhand
Congress MLA Amba
Prasad on Monday
appeared before the
Enforcement Directorate
for questioning in an
alleged money
laundering case. Prasad
entered the ED office
here around 2.30 pm.
The 36-year-old Prasad,
who represents
Barkagaon in Jharkhand
assembly, had been
asked to depose on April
4 by the ED to record her
statement under the
provisions of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
official sources said. But,
the MLA did not turn up
citing medical issues. 

AGENCIES
New Delhi

A Delhi court on Monday
denied interim bail to BRS
leader K Kavitha, arrested
in a money laundering
case linked to the alleged
Delhi excise policy scam,
saying prima facie she not
only destroyed evidence
but was also instrumental
in influencing witnesses
and there is "every likeli-
hood" of  her continuing to
do so in case the relief  is
granted.
Kavitha had approached

the court for interim bail,
claiming her 16-year-old
son has exams and needs
her "moral and emotional
support".
"From the material

placed before this court, it
appears that the Applicant
not only engaged in de-
struction of  material evi-
dence by formatting her

phones be-
fore joining
the investi-
gation and
after being
served with notice requir-
ing her to do so, along with
her digital devices, which
stands established by way
of  the forensic report in
this regard, but also has
been instrumental in influ-
encing witnesses and there
is every likelihood of  her
continuing to do so in case
the relief  prayed for is
granted to her," Special
Judge Kaveri Baweja said.
The judge said Kavitha

was stated to be highly ed-
ucated, and by no stan-
dards can be said to a vul-
nerable woman who could
be made a scapegoat for
committing the alleged of-
fences. She is undoubtedly
a "well-educated" and
"well-placed woman in the
society".

ED quizzes
Kejri’s PA, AAP
MLA Pathak

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Direc-
torate on Monday ques-
tioned Delhi Chief  Minister
Arvind Kejriwal's personal
assistant Bibhav Kumar
and AAP MLA Durgesh
Pathak in the excise policy-
linked money laundering
case, officials said.
Their statement is being

recorded under the provi-
sions of  the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), they said.
Both of  them have been

questioned in this case ear-
lier too by the ED.
Sources said Kumar's

questioning was essential
in connection with the en-
gagements of  Kejriwal.
The 55-year-old CM, also
the national convenor of
the AAP, was arrested by
the ED in this case last
month. He is currently
lodged in the Tihar Jail un-
der judicial custody.
The agency had alleged

in its earlier charge sheets
that at least 36 accused, in-
cluding former Delhi
Deputy Chief  Minister
Manish Sisodia and Ku-
mar, "destroyed, used or
changed" 170 phones to
conceal evidence of  "kick-
backs" worth thousands of
crores of  rupees in the al-
leged scam.

AGENCIES 
New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday dismissed a plea
filed by AAP leader Sanjay
Singh challenging an order
of  the Gujarat High Court
which refused to quash
summons issued against
him in a defamation case
for his alleged comments
on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's educational
qualification. The bench
said the high court had al-
ready observed in its order
that all contentions avail-
able to the parties were
kept open and the trial
judge would not be influ-
enced by any observations
made in the order.
The high court had on

February 16 dismissed the
pleas by Singh and Delhi
Chief  Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal seeking quashing of
the summons issued
against them in the

defamation case.
Kejriwal and Singh had

challenged in the high
court the summons issued
by a trial court in the case
filed by the Gujarat Uni-
versity and the subsequent
order of  the sessions court
dismissing their revision
applications against the
summons.
A Gujarat metropolitan

court had earlier sum-
moned Kejriwal and Singh
in the defamation case
over their alleged "sarcas-
tic" and "derogatory" state-
ments in connection with
Modi's educational de-
grees.

36 shops gutted
as fire breaks
out in Garjiya
temple complex 

NAINITAL

Nearly three dozen shops
were burned down on Mon-
day in a fire in the famous
Garjiya temple complex in
Ramnagar here, police
said. There is no report of
any loss of  life in the inci-
dent, they said, adding that
the fire broke out at a shop
selling 'prasad' as hawkers
were preparing for the
Navratras starting Tues-
day.
It soon spread to around

35 adjacent shops and re-
duced them to ashes, Ram-
nagar Station House Offi-
cer (SHO) Arun Kumar
said.
The shops were made of

thatch and the fire spread
quickly, he said.
It took local people and

fire department personnel
hours to douse the flames,
he said. 

SNIPPETS

EXCISE POLICY

Court denies interim
bail to K Kavitha Says she

'prima
facie'

destroyed
evidence

SC dismisses Sanjay
Singh's plea against Gujarat HC’s order
DEFAMATION CASE

"We are not inclined
to entertain the

present petition," a
bench of Justices B R
Gavai and Sandeep

Mehta said

AGENCIES
New Delhi

TMC leaders were de-
tained by the Delhi Police
on Monday while they
were holding a dharna
outside the Election Com-
mission's office, demand-
ing that the chiefs of  CBI,
NIA, ED and Income Tax
Department be changed.
The Mamata Banerjee-

led party has been alleg-
ing that the central probe
agencies -- the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED),
the Central Bureau of  In-
vestigation (CBI), the Na-
tional Investigation
Agency (NIA) and the In-
come Tax (I-T) Depart-
ment -- have been target-
ing opposition parties at
the behest of  the BJP-led
Centre.
"We asked the EC to in-

tervene in the name of
parliamentary democracy
to preserve sanctity of
elections. Stop ED, CBI,
NIA, I-T Department from
acting against opposition.
They're working like the
12th man of  the BJP,"
Ghose said during the
dharna as members of  her
party displayed posters
reading "NIA DG, ED, CBI
directors change now".
The EC's spokesperson

said the commission has

no comments to offer on
the dharna by the TMC
They were detained and
taken to a police station as
section 144 of  the Code of
Criminal Procedure -- that
prohibits large gatherings
-- is imposed in the area
and no permission was
taken for the protest, a po-
lice officer said.
"We were picked up

forcefully by the police,
some of  us fell down. Ms
Dola Sen has a leg injury,

she was pushed around,"
Ghose said in a video re-
leased by the TMC.
In another video shared

by the party, Gokhale said
police has not informed
them of  where they are
being taken.

Protesting Trinamool MPs
dragged, detained by cops

Delhi Police personnel detain TMC leaders Derek OBrien and Dola Sen during a dharna of a TMC delegation after a meeting with
Election Commission of India (ECI) in New Delhi

A10-member delegation of the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) had announced the dharna after meeting a
full-bench of the Election Commission (EC). The

delegation urged the commission to ensure a level-
playing field in the Lok Sabha polls and stop the "misuse"
of the central agencies against opposition parties and
leaders, TMC Rajya Sabha member Sagarika Ghose, who
was among the leaders who met the poll panel, said

ABOUT THE DHARNA
n Derek O'Brien
n Mohammed Nadimul
Haque
n Dola Sen
n Saket Gokhale 
n Sagarika Ghose
n MLA Vivek Gupta

Former MPs: 
n Arpita Ghosh
n Santanu Sen
n Abir Ranjan Biswas

n Party's students' wing
West Bengal vice
president Sudip Raha

DETAINED MPs

AGENCIES
Bengaluru

A BJP worker riding a
motorcycle was run over
by a bus after he crashed
into the open door of  a
car belonging to Union
Minister of  State for
Agriculture Shobha
Karandlaje and fell down
during an election cam-
paign at KR Puram here
on Monday.
Karandlaje is contesting

the Lok Sabha polls from
Bengaluru North con-
stituency and Prakash
was following her convoy
during her election cam-
paign.
Sources said the minis-

ter was inside the car. As
soon as the door of  her
car was opened, Prakash
crashed into it and fell
down.
The minister said he

was run over by a bus
coming from behind,

killing him instanta-
neously. It was not known
if  it was Karandlaje who
opened the door or some-
one else.
Later speaking to re-

porters, she mourned
Prakash's death.
"We all are pained.

Prakash was our dedicat-
ed worker, who used to be
with us round-the-clock.
We are with his family. We
will pay compensation
from our party fund," the
Minister told reporters.

AGENCIES
New Delhi

The Delhi High Court
on Monday said TMC
leader Mahua Moitra
cannot be prevented
from defending herself
against allegations
made by an estranged
friend in public do-
main as long as her
statements are not objectively false.
Dehadrai has filed a lawsuit against Moitra seeking

damages of  Rs 2 crore for making certain allegedly defam-
atory statements against him in the backdrop of  the cash-
for-query row.
Moitra was expelled from the Lok Sabha on December 8

following accusations by the plaintiff  that she took bribes
from businessman and Hiranandani Group CEO Darshan
Hiranandani to ask questions in Parliament.

NEW DELHI: Observing that the judiciary
has to be the "flag bearer" and march
with the nation, the Supreme Court on
Monday pulled up the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) over the treatment met-
ed out to a woman, who was dis-
charged as a short service commis-
sion officer in 2021, and ordered the
maritime force to re-induct her.

Coming down hard on the ICG for resist-
ing grant of  permanent commission to

women officers, a bench headed by
Chief  justice D Y Chandrahud re-
ferred to the top court's verdicts on
grant of  permanent commission to
women officers in the Army, Air

Force and Navy and said that the dis-
crimination has to end.

BJP worker run over 
by bus after crashing into
Union minister’s car door

The deceased,
identified as
Prakash died on
the spot in the 
incident that 
occurred near
Ganesha Temple
in the locality

Can't stop Mahua
from defending
herself in public,
says HC

The court made the oral
observation while dealing
with a plea by lawyer Jai
Anant Dehadrai seeking an
interim injunction to stop
the expelled Lok Sabha MP
from making "defamatory"
statements against him

KOLKATA: The Union
Minister of  State for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways,
Shantanu Thakur, claimed
on Monday that he re-
ceived a threat letter from
the terror outfit Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) over the Na-
tional Register of  Citizens
(NRC).
Speaking to mediaper-

sons here, Thakur, whom
the BJP has renominated
from the Bangaon Lok Sab-
ha seat in North 24 Par-
ganas district, claimed
that the threat letter re-
portedly sent by the LeT
was written in Bangla.
The letter said if  people

from the Muslim commu-
nity in West Bengal suffer

because of  the implemen-
tation of  NRC, the entire
country will burn, Thakur
claimed.
The letter also threat-

ened to blow up the
Thakurbari in Bangaon,
the ancestral residence of
the Union Minister which
is also a religious centre
for the Matua community.

Received threat letter from LeT on NRC:
Union Minister Shantanu Thakur

NEW DELHI

The Congress complained
to the Election Commis-
sion (EC) on Monday
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's remarks
targeting the party and
comparing its Lok Sabha
poll manifesto with that of
the Muslim League.
A delegation of  Congress

leaders met EC officials
and raised several issues,
including the use of  pic-
tures and large cut-outs of
the prime minister in gov-
ernment buildings and col-
leges and demanded that
those be removed to main-
tain a level-playing field in
the upcoming parliamen-
tary election.
Congress general secre-

tary Jairam Ramesh said
the party has filed a com-
plaint against Modi for
making comments against
it, alleging that its mani-
festo attempts to divide the
country and impose the
pre-independence ideology
of  the Muslim League.
The prime minister has

said in his election rallies
that the Congress' mani-
festo for the upcoming gen-
eral election smacks of  the

"politics of  appeasement"
and carries the imprint of
the Muslim League, with
"every page reeking of
breaking India".
"Every page reeks of

breaking India into pieces.
The Congress manifesto
reflects the same thinking
that was prevalent in the
Muslim League during the
freedom movement.
"It completely bears the

imprint of  the Muslim
League and whatever is re-
maining is completely
dominated by the Leftists,"
Modi has said.
After meeting the EC of-

ficials, Congress leader
Pawan Khera said, "We
have raised such points
before the EC on which we
have also discussed earli-
er and have been register-
ing our objections. Pic-
tures of  the prime minis-
ter wearing a military
uniform are being mis-
used during the election
campaign. There is al-
ready an advisory of  the
EC that this cannot be done
during elections. We have
urged the EC to take action
on this issue as the BJP is
continuously committing
such crimes." 

Cong files complaint 
to EC against PM's
remarks on its poll

manifesto

SC: Judiciary has to be 'flag
bearer' & march with nation




